CRIMINAL RECORD OF FRANKLIN COUNTY SINCE ITS FOUNDATION-
INTERESTING DATA TAKEN FROM CRIMINALS’ CALENDAR-

SHERIFFS IN OFFICE and THEIR NUMEROUS GUESTS

Franklin Journal – May 12, 1922


The “Criminal’s Calendar” so called at office of the Franklin County jail is a record of the commitments to that institution since 1845 and much interesting history is contained in it.  The County was incorporated in 1838 and James Stanley of Farmington was the first sheriff followed by Joseph Johnson of Farmington.   In 1841 Mr. Stanley again became sheriff and was succeeded next year by Samuel Daggett of New Vineyard.


Records of the jail previous to 1845 are not available.  In fact it is not known when the jail was established, but the earliest record shows one commitment in December 1845, on a charge of “riot &c.”  Mr. Daggett was sheriff and Jotham S. Milliken of Farmington was jailer.  Daniel Merritt of Jay succeeded Mr. Daggett as sheriff.  Only twenty-five commitments are recorded previous to 1850, eight of them being debtors.

In 1850 Francis G. Butler, afterward historian of Farmington, became sheriff and appointed Samuel York jailer, who continued in charge six years part of that time under Sheriff John Trask of New Sharon.   Mr. York entertained sixty-seven guests about half being debtors.  William Whittier of Chesterville was sheriff for 1856 with Nathan Luce as jailer, and he had eight prisoners.  Samuel Daggett again took the sheriff’s office for 1857-8 with William Fowle as jailer caring for twenty-five debtors and sixteen accused of crime.  Frederick V. Stewart of Farmington, sheriff for 1850-60 with the same jailer had thirty-three prisoners, one-third being debtors.
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During 1861-3 Oren Daggett of New Sharon was sheriff with A.A.Laughton as jailer, who had 35 prisoners mostly debtors.  Sheriff John B. Daggett of Farmington had only three commitments in 1864.  There was one murder in the county each year in 1862, 1863 and 1864 resulting in convictions and death sentences.  One of the convicted men was pardoned and the other two were not executed but died in state prison.


Seward Dill of Phillips was sheriff for 1865-8 and Jailer R. R. Jennings had twenty-seven guests.  Sheriff Andrew T. Tuck of Farmington succeeded for two years 
and made Ransford Norcross Jailer, who continued in charge for twelve years, under Oren Tuffs of Kingfield and Gilbert Miller of Wilton.  Mr. Norcross had eighty-seven prisoners during his term of twelve years.  Zacheus Dyer of New Sharon served as sheriff for six years beginning in 1879, with Mr. Norcross jailer at first, followed later by Abraham Walton and Harrison Jewell in charge of the jail.  In the six years there were seventy guests in the jail, twenty being debtors.  The laws relating to imprisonment for debt were being amended from time to time, so that of the fifty-six committed to Jailer Jewel’s care in three years under Sheriff Ephraim F. Conant of Temple, only fourteen were debtors.

On October 22, 1886 the jail was burned in the most serious conflagration that Farmington ever had.  These happened to be at that particular time only one prisoner and his term of service had nearly expired.  When the fire reached the jail and he was 
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released he clapped his hands and shouted “The Lord is on my side” and went to fighting the fire that had caused his release.  While the county was without a jail prisoners were sent to the Androscoggin County jail at Auburn.  The board of County Commissioners as soon as possible proceeded to have erected the present brick jail of two stories with a neat story and a half cottage attached for the jailer’s residence.  For security the cells are in the middle of the jail with the corridors outside.  Stoves and electric lights in the corridors heat and light the cells, and the numerous windows in the corridors furnish ventilation.  It is well designed for the comfort, as well as the security of the prisoners.  Later, a spacious work shop has been added, substantially and securely built of brick, in which the prisoners earn their board sawing and splitting wood for market.

Alonzo Sylvester of Farmington became sheriff in 1889, holding the office four years.    His jailers, Mr. Lowell and Charles E. Dyer, entertained 170 guests in that time. The next four years Jailor Dyer under Gilbert Miller who had again been called to the office of Sheriff had 110 commitments, many of them being sentenced in short terms for vagrancy under the new law for that offense. 

J. Ardine Blake of Farmington had the Sheriff’s office from 1897 to 1901 inclusive.  His jailers, C. H. Dyer and M. H. Fowler, cared for above fifty commitments each year.  Jailer Fowler during 1901-4 under Sheriff James F. Worthley of Strong 
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averaged about the same number of prisoners.  Intoxication was the most frequent offense with vagrancy closely following.

Dana O. Coolidge of Jay served as sheriff six years and took charge of the jail himself.  His yearly average of prisoners was 107, with intoxication still the most frequent offense.


The present sheriff, W. Burton Small of Kingfield, entered upon his duties Jan. 1, 1911, and for a time employed W. W. Small as jailer but has been jailer himself about ten years.  During his term as sheriff the commitments have averaged twenty-four per year.  The commitments for intoxication have steadily decreased.  For a few years evading bill for transportation was a frequent offense among the men sent to work in the lumber camps from employment agencies.  Vagrancy, violation of liquor laws, breaking and entering, larceny and assault seem to figure largely in recent years.  Mr. Small’s continued reelections by larger majorities than the candidates for the other offices on the same ticket show that the people of Franklin County approve of his administrations.

The whole number of commitments in 77 years is about 2400, but less than that numbers of different people have been prisoners for there have been many repeaters. One name is repeated five times in two years on the first page of the record.  One name often repeated 35 years ago is that of a man who has gone straight for many years and several others that have been guests of the County are respectable citizens .  Most of the repeaters in the past were committed for intoxication.  In recent years, however.
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several men have been spending their Winters in Farmington jail on charges of vagrancy; one having been committed twelve times, several others five to eight times.  

One of the most singular cases was that of Leroy A. French, who in 1904 assaulted and robbed a man and pretended to arrest him, took him to jail and by 

impersonating a U.S. detective lodged him in jail for safe keeping on a charge of counterfeiting.  But before French could get out of town, the matter was investigated and he was arrested, tried and sent to State Prison for twelve years.
                  - This article first appeared in the May 12, 1922 Franklin Journal. 
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